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natural forces sculpt rammed earth columns in sustainable
norwegian quarry installation

ACT!, CLAYA, ASK HOLMEN & STUDIO WINTHER PRESENT BORROWED
LAND
 

Set against the dramatic backdrop of an old stone quarry in Brøtsø, Norway, architecture practice ACT!,

Studio Winther together with architect Ask Holmen and CLAYA present Borrowed Land, an installation that

explores the symbiotic relationship between architecture, environmental degradation, and the climate crisis.

Harnessing rammed earth techniques, the piece creates a tactile, thought-provoking dialogue between built

and natural environments.

 

At the heart of Borrowed Land is the concept of circularity—borrowing resources from the earth and

returning them after use. Built from materials sourced from a local landfill, including clay and stones

deposited by ancient glaciers, the columns of the artwork highlight the finite nature of natural resources. As

rain, wind, and sun interact with the structure, erosion leaves behind intricate variations on the columns,

embedding the surrounding climate into the material itself. These processes underscore the message of

Borrowed Land: architecture is not merely an act of creation but an intricate borrowing of resources. The

weathered columns blend with the quarry, promoting a sense of permanence while also illustrating the

ephemerality of human interventions.
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FIRST OUTDOOR RAMMED EARTH PROJECT IN NORWAY IN DECADES
 

The installation is situated in an industrial quarry—a site shaped by human intervention and natural forces.

This duality is mirrored in the construction process, in which Oslo- and Paris-based studio ACT!, Studio

Winther, Ask Holmen and CLAYA compress layers of soil into architectural forms that echo the geological

stratification of the site. The project reimagines earth as a contemporary, sustainable construction material by

utilizing rammed earth, one of humanity’s oldest building techniques. ‘Earth breathes,’ notes the design team,

‘storing warmth, releasing coldness, and connecting people to their surroundings.’ 

 

Winning the first prize of the international Færderbiennale 2024—a festival at the intersection of dance and

architecture—Borrowed Land is the first outdoor rammed earth project in Norway in decades. While this

technique saw limited application between the 1920s and 1970s, much of the knowledge surrounding it has

since disappeared. Apart from designing the installation, the project team also sourced and tested materials,

crafted specialized tools, and undertook the construction themselves. Their labor-intensive efforts in the

challenging Norwegian climate reflect the determination to revive and innovate this age-old building method.

http://www.actstudio.eu/
https://www.instagram.com/studio.winther
https://www.instagram.com/studio.winther
https://www.askholmen.xyz/
https://www.claya.net/


set against the dramatic backdrop of an old stone quarry in Brøtsø, Norway | image by Bruno Giliberto



ACT!, Studio Winther with Ask Holmen and CLAYA, present Borrowed Land | image by Bruno Giliberto



exploring the relationship between architecture and environmental degradation | image by Sophie Koenig



borrowing resources from the earth and returning them after use | image by Sophie Koenig



as rain, wind, and sun interact with the structure, erosion leaves behind intricate variations on the columns



built from materials sourced from a local landfill | image by Sophie Koenig



the weathered columns blend with the quarry | image by Sophie Koenig



layers of soil become architectural forms that echo the geological stratification of the site

 

project info:

 

Borrowed Land is the first rammed earth project in Norway in decades



name: Borrowed Land

architects: ACT! | @actstudio.eu, CLAYA | @claya_arch, Ask Holmen | @natrboi, Studio Winther |

@studio.winther

location: Brøtsø, Norway

 

volunteers: Maxwell Rodencal, Jona Weissgerber, Sophie Dorn, Alvar Elias Ekhougen Larsen, Malka Gadefait,

Aleksandra Volfova, Viktoria Wiese-Hogrefe, Ilse Hviding, Stina Molander Skavlan

 

 

designboom has received this project from our DIY submissions feature, where we welcome our readers to

submit their own work for publication. see more project submissions from our readers here.

 

edited by: thomai tsimpou | designboom

Armelle Breuil dec 06, 2024

KEEP UP WITH OUR DAILY AND WEEKLY

NEWSLETTERS
daily - see sample

weekly - see sample

enter email subscribe

READERS SHOP
your own online design shop — no sales commission collected

START SELLING

 (462)INTERACTIVE INSTALLATION

three-legged installation turns
industrial gas pipes into intimate
public shelter

a look at bewunder’s role in
shaping immersive multimedia
pavilions at expo 2025 in osaka

green and red
sculptural day
hôtel plaza at

 (56)RAMMED EARTH ARCHITECTURE AND DESIGN

http://www.actstudio.eu/
https://www.instagram.com/actstudio.eu/
https://www.claya.net/
https://www.instagram.com/claya_arch/
https://www.askholmen.xyz/
https://www.instagram.com/natrboi/
https://www.instagram.com/studio.winther
https://www.designboom.com/readers-submit
https://www.designboom.com/readers/
https://www.designboom.com/newsletters/web-daily.php
https://www.designboom.com/newsletters/web-weekly.php
https://www.designboom.com/shop/
https://www.designboom.com/shop/
https://www.designboom.com/shop/start-selling/
https://www.designboom.com/tag/interactive-installation/
https://www.designboom.com/design/three-legged-installation-industrial-gas-pipes-intimate-public-shelter-tripus-matyas-barak-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/bewunder-shaping-immersive-multimedia-pavilions-expo-2025-osaka-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/green-red-ceramic-tiles-sculptural-daybed-uchronia-hotel-plaza-athenee-paris-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/three-legged-installation-industrial-gas-pipes-intimate-public-shelter-tripus-matyas-barak-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/three-legged-installation-industrial-gas-pipes-intimate-public-shelter-tripus-matyas-barak-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/bewunder-shaping-immersive-multimedia-pavilions-expo-2025-osaka-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/bewunder-shaping-immersive-multimedia-pavilions-expo-2025-osaka-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/green-red-ceramic-tiles-sculptural-daybed-uchronia-hotel-plaza-athenee-paris-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/green-red-ceramic-tiles-sculptural-daybed-uchronia-hotel-plaza-athenee-paris-10-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/tag/rammed-earth/


imprint contribute designboom will always be there for you

rammed earth and windcatcher
roofs shape farm village in abu
dhabi by inca hernandez

karim+elias give desert sand new
form with luminous wall lamps and
sculptural vases

rammed earth
shape commu
kindergarten 
urbanitree

alastair philip wiper's photographs
take us inside 'the secret city'
laboratory of tennessee

in yuri suzuki’s UTOOTO, viewers
build the sonic interactive
installation using modular horns

botanical sculptures by mona
sugata grow from untreated
cotton fabric and slow gestures

reuben wu draws aerial
geometries with drones and lasers
across remote landscapes

art

connections: +2060

art

connections: +1470

art

connections: +930

art

connections: +440

ART

NEWS

https://www.designboom.com/
https://www.designboom.com/
https://www.designboom.com/
https://www.designboom.com/imprint/
https://www.designboom.com/readers-submit/
https://www.designboom.com/architecture/rammed-earth-windcatcher-roofs-farm-village-abu-dhabi-inca-hernandez-09-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/karimelias-desert-sand-wall-lamps-vases-07-15-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/architecture/rammed-earth-local-wood-community-first-kindergarten-cameroon-urbanitree-07-14-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/architecture/rammed-earth-windcatcher-roofs-farm-village-abu-dhabi-inca-hernandez-09-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/architecture/rammed-earth-windcatcher-roofs-farm-village-abu-dhabi-inca-hernandez-09-01-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/karimelias-desert-sand-wall-lamps-vases-07-15-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/design/karimelias-desert-sand-wall-lamps-vases-07-15-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/architecture/rammed-earth-local-wood-community-first-kindergarten-cameroon-urbanitree-07-14-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/architecture/rammed-earth-local-wood-community-first-kindergarten-cameroon-urbanitree-07-14-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/alastair-philip-wiper-photographs-the-secret-city-oak-ridge-national-laboratory-tennessee-09-24-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/in-yuri-suzuki-utooto-sonic-interactive-installation-modular-horns-london-08-11-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/botanical-sculptures-mona-sugata-untreated-cotton-fabric-slow-gestures-interview-08-05-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/botanical-sculptures-mona-sugata-untreated-cotton-fabric-slow-gestures-interview-08-05-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/botanical-sculptures-mona-sugata-untreated-cotton-fabric-slow-gestures-interview-08-05-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/reuben-wu-aerial-laser-geometries-remote-landscapes-thin-places-series-07-29-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/alastair-philip-wiper-photographs-the-secret-city-oak-ridge-national-laboratory-tennessee-09-24-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/alastair-philip-wiper-photographs-the-secret-city-oak-ridge-national-laboratory-tennessee-09-24-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/
https://www.designboom.com/art/in-yuri-suzuki-utooto-sonic-interactive-installation-modular-horns-london-08-11-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/in-yuri-suzuki-utooto-sonic-interactive-installation-modular-horns-london-08-11-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/
https://www.designboom.com/art/botanical-sculptures-mona-sugata-untreated-cotton-fabric-slow-gestures-interview-08-05-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/
https://www.designboom.com/art/reuben-wu-aerial-laser-geometries-remote-landscapes-thin-places-series-07-29-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/reuben-wu-aerial-laser-geometries-remote-landscapes-thin-places-series-07-29-2025/
https://www.designboom.com/art/
https://www.designboom.com/art/
https://www.designboom.com/art/


privacy policy

terms of use

cookies

copyright info

about us

contact us

newsletter

advertise

milan, new york, beijing, tokyo, since 1999

edit your cookie choices

designboom © 1999-2025 - part of DAAily platforms AG

https://daaily.com/privacy-policy.html
https://daaily.com/terms-conditions.html
https://www.designboom.com/cookie-policy/
https://www.designboom.com/copyright/
https://www.designboom.com/about-us/
https://www.designboom.com/contact-us/
https://www.designboom.com/newsletter-subscribe/
https://www.designboom.com/advertise/
javascript:void(0);

